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The  French  Tobacco  Monopoly  increased  the  retail  price  of  all 
tobacco  products  effective  July  9,  I956. 

The  general  price  increase  is  to  provide  additional  revenue  to 
finance  military  operations  in  Algeria.    Retail  prices  of  cigarettes 
were  increased  from  10  to  20  francs  (2.9  to  5.7  U.S.  cents)  per  pack. 
Prices  of  cut  tobacco  were  increased  from  6  to  15  percent,  dependent 
upon  the  retail  price  schedule,  cigars  from  7  to  21  percent,  snuff, 
18  percent,  and  chewing,  15  percent. 
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CUBA  TO  HARVEST 

8,290  ACEES  HYBRID  CORN 

According  to  trade  source s,  the  hybrid  corn  area  to  he  harvested  in 
Cuba  during  the  1956  calendar  year  will  amount  to  approximately  8,290 
acres.    The  1956  hybrid  corn  production  is  estimated  at  17.8  million 
pounds,  which  represents  approximately  k  percent  of  the  ^07.9  million 
pounds  estimated  for  the  total  corn  outturn. 

Although  the  acreage  devoted  to  hybrid  corn  has  increased  rapidly 
within  the  last  few  years,  most  growers  still  prefer  to  plant  open 
pollinated  seed,  which  sells  for  about  $5 .00  per  hundred  pounds  com- 
pared to  $25.00  per  hundred  pounds  for  the  hybrid  corn  seed.  Further 
expansion  of  hybrid  corn  acreage  depends  upon  educating  the  producers 
to  the  advantage  of  the  high  yield  obtained  from  hybrid  corn  and  upon 
the  amount  of  financial  assistance  that  the  BANFAIC  (Agricultural  and 
Industrial  Development  Bank  of  Cuba)  and  other  Government  lending  agencies 
give  to  the  producers. 

As  part  of  a  joint  project  by  the  BANFAIC  and  the  Sugarcane  Growers1 
Association  of  Las  Villas  Province,  1,326  acres  of  hybrid  corn  were 
planted  in  this  Province  last  May.    The  original  project  was  to  plant 
3,979  acres  but,  due  to  a  shortage  of  seed,  this  project  had  to  be  cut 
down  to  a  smaller  area. 

Hybrid  corn  seed  production  for  1955  has  been  revised  downward  to 
approximately  122  thousand  pounds.    Dry  weather  conditions  were  responsi- 
ble for  low  yields  and  for  the  reduced  outturn.    If  normal  weather  con- 
ditions prevail,  the  1956  hybrid  corn  seed  production  is  expected  to 
approximate  28^  thousand  pounds. 

Exports  of  hybrid  corn  seed  during  the  calendar  year  1955  amounted 
to  approximately  12  thousand  pounds,  of  which  11  thousand  pounds  were 
shipped  to  the  United  States  and  the  remainder  to  Mexico,  Bolivia,  and 
Haiti • 

Exports  during  the  first  quarter  of  1956  amounted  to  2h  thousand 
pounds,  of  which  11  thousand  pounds  were  shipped  to  Guatemala,  9  thousand 
pounds  to  the  United  States,  and  k  thousand  pounds  to  Panama. 

U.S.  GRASS  AND  LEGUME  SEED  EXPORTS 
2§  TIMES  LAST  YEAR 

Exports  of  grass  and  legume  seeds  by  the  United  States  in  May  1956 
amounted  to  more  than  2  million  pounds  compared  with  838  thousand  pounds 
in  May  of  last  year,  and  k$0  thousand  pounds  in  the  same  month  of  195^. 

Shipments  of  seeds  to  Europe  amounted  to  1,31^  thousand  pounds, 
or  more  than  60$  of  the  total.    The  bulk  of  this  amount,  1,153  thousand 
pounds,  was  grass  seeds. 
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U.S.  EXPORTS :    Grass  and  Legume  Seeds,  May  1956, 
  with  comparisons  


Kind  of  Seed 

May  ! 

•  * 

OUJ.y  JL, 

195b,  to  - 

juj_y  J_, 

:  1955,  to 

;  1955 

1    1956  1/ 

:    May  31, 
1955 

:    May  31,, 
1956  1/ 

:  1,000 

•  Pounds 

•  4 

;  1,000  ; 
;  pounds  j 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

:  1,000 
;  pounds 

•  1 

. .  ,  „  •        18  : 

:     278  : 
202  « 

:  1,657  : 

•  10,573 
:  532 
10,033 

1,5^3 
1,027 
:  256 
:  ^21 
:  1,738 
.  23,^15 

'  11,5^3 
:  58 
:  2,386 
:  ^-20 
:  227 
;  26 
387 
:  555 
:  11,938 

TOTAL  GRASSES 
AND  LEGUMES  

• 

:  2,137  : 

^9,538 

!  27,5^0 

1/  Grass  and  legume  seeds  data  on  exports  limited  to  three  categories  by 
Bureau  of  the  Census,  effective  January  1,  1956.    "Other  clovers"  now 


includes  alsike;  fescue,  etc.,  have  been  added  to  "other  grasses". 
Compiled  from  official  statistics  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


PERU  INCREASES  IMPORT 
DUTIES  ON  WOOL 

Imports  increases  in  the  import  duties  on  woolen  goods  imported 
into  Peru  announced  by  a  Supreme  Resolution  on  May  22,  1956,  effective 
90  days  later,  may  he  largely  responsible  for  virtually  closing  the 
Peruvian  market  to  imported  woolen  goods  for  at  least  a  year  there- 
after, if  not  definitely.    A  large  increase  in  imports  of  woolen  goods 
in  the  affected  categories  may  be  expected  in  this  90-day  period,  which 
will  aggravate  the  already  over-stocked  condition  of  the  woolen  goods 
market  in  Peru.    The  eventual  heavy  inventories,  the  increased  duties 
in  effect  after  that  period,  and  the  recent  great  improvement  in  the 
Peruvian  woolen  industry  are  all  responsible  for  a  reduction  in  this 
market . 
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U.S.S.R.  GETS  MEAT  FROM 
ARGENTINA.  AND  URUGUAY 


Reports  from  reliable  sources  indicate  that  Argentina  has 
exported  a  total  of  about  19.8  million  pounds  of  beef  and  mutton  to 
Communist  Russia  for  1956  to  date.  No  further  Russian  purchases  of 
meat  from  Argentina  are  contemplated  for  the  remainder  of  195&.  It 
is  also  reported  that  the  Russians  have  bought  about  2.2  million 
pounds  of  beef  in  Uruguay  but  have  not  yet  made  shipping  arrangements. 


NEW  HYBRID  YELLOW  CORN 
IN  VENEZUELA 


The  Mendoza  Foundation  of  Venezuela  has  announced  the  production 
of  a  new  hybrid  yellow  corn  that  exceeds  the  standard  Venezuela  No.  1, 
by  56  percent.    Seed  for  commercial  planting  will  be  available  in  1957* 


The  Foundation  is  also  working  on  the  production  of  a  tropical 
sweet  corn  and  is  enthusiastic  over  the  progress  made  in  this  field. 


U.S.  RICE  EXPORTS 

IN  MAY  TOTAL  615,000  BAGS 

United  States  rice  exports  in  May  totaled  615,000  bags  (100 
pounds)  in  terms  of  milled  compared  with  1,23^,000  bags  in  the 
corresponding  month  of  the  preceding  year.    Shipments  were  at  about 
the  same  level  as  the  April  exports  of  619,000  bags.  Principal 
countries  of  destination  were  Pakistan  and  Cuba.  Significant 
equantities  were  also  exported  to:    France,  5^>000|  El  Salvador, 
U2,000;  Bolivia,  37,000;  and  French  West  Africa,  3^,000. 

Rice  exports  during  the  August -May  period  of  the  current  marketing 
year  of  8,607,000  bags  were  12  percent  above  the  7,707,000  bags  in  the 
like  period  of  the  year  before.    Principal  countries  of  destination 
during  the  10  months  were  Cuba,  Japan,  and  Pakistan,  which  took  30 
percent,  27  percent,  and  15  percent,  respectively,  of  total  exports. 
Exports  to  Cuba  and  Japan  were  each  down  18  percent  from  those  in 
the  August -May  period  of  195^.55* 
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RICE:    Inited  States  exports,  by  country  of  destination  and 
by  classification,  May  1956  1/ 


:  Rough  s  Milled         ♦  Total  (in 

Country  of  destination  :Unmilled:^n  terms  :Not  over  :Over  25%: terms  of 

 :   :of  milled: 25%  whole:    whole  :  milled) 

:    Bags    :      Bags    :    Baga      :    Bags    :  Bags 

Western  Hemisphere:  :  :  :  :  : 

Canada  :      1,140:  741:  900:    12,841:  14,482 

Mexico  :     2,040:       1,326  :  0:     2,939:  4,265 

Guatemala  :         350:  227:  0:      9,000:  9,227 

El  Salvador   :      i,000:  650:  0:    40,988:  41,638 

Bahamas  :  0:  0:  0:  19:  19 

Cuba  :      6,600:       4,290:  0:  106,048:  110,338 

Nicaragua  :         500:  325:  0:  0:  325 

Jamaica  :  0:  0:  0:  63:  63 

Haiti  :         250:  163:  0:  0:  163 

Netherlands  Antilles  :  0  :  0:  0:      2,722  :  2,722 

Panama  ...:         190:  124  :  0  :  0:  124 

Bolivia  :  0:  0:  0:    37,448:  37,448 

Colombia   500:  325:  Oj  0:  325 

Total   :    12.570:       8.171:  900:  212.068:  221.139 

Europe:  :  :  :  :  : 

Belgium  :  0:  0:  0:    22, 9H:  22,914 

France  :  0:  0:      28,086:    26,226:  54,312 

Western  Germany   :  0:  0:      14,775:  0:  14,775 

Switzerland  :  0  :  0  :  0  :      2,286  :  2,286 

Yugoslavia   :         531:  _5_j  Qj  0:  345 

Total   :         531:  345:      42.861:    51.426:  94.632 

Asia:  :  :  :  :  : 

Saudi  Arabia  :  0:  0:  0:      2,183:  2,183 

Philippine  Republic   :  0:  0:       2,775:  0:  2,775 

Pakistan  :  0:  0:  0:  219,679:  219,679 

Korean  Republic   :  0:  0:  0:         650:  650 

Hong  Kong  :  0:  0:  0:         150:  150 

Nonsei  &  Nonpo  Islands,  n.e.s.  :  0:  Oi  0:      6.600:  6.600 

Total   :  _  0:       2.775:  229.262:  232.037 

Africa:  :  :  :  :  : 

Liberia  :  0:  C:  0:    25,494:  25,494 

French  West  Africa  :  0:  0:      33,928:  0:  33,928 

Union  of  South  Africa  :  Oj  0  :  220  :      4.871:  5.091 

Total   :  Oi  0:      34.148:    30.365:  64.513 

Trust  territory  of  the  Pacific  .  r  0:  0:  0:         124:  124 

Other  2/  :  pj  0:  0:      2.134:  2.134 

Total  world  :    13,101:       8,516:  80,684:525,379:614,579 


1/  Preliminary.    2/  Starting  with  January  1954,  "other"  includes  shipments  valued 
at  less  than  #500  each  when  the  number  of  such  shipments  to  a  country  is  few. 


Source:    uureau  of  the  Uensus 
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RICE:    United  States  exports,  in  terms  of  milled,  to  specified 
countries,  May  1956,  with  comparisons  1/ 


Country  of 
destination 


August- July  : 

August-i-lay  : 

May 

.953-54] 

1954-55] 

1954-55; 

1955-56  2/; 

1955  ; 

1956  2/ 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000 

bags  ; 

bags  : 

bags 

bags 

bags 

,  bags 

633" 

560: 

492: 

:  354: 

40 

H 

17: 

33 

i  33: 

31: 

:  3 

:  0 

3. 

:  30 

:  25" 

:  17: 

2" 

:  0 

2. 

:  124" 

55: 

:  3" 

:  0 

•  2/ 

4,755: 

3,391 

:  3,205 

:  2,615" 

:  52 

:  110 

53 

:  38" 

:  34 

:  24: 

:  4 

:  3 

5 

:  0' 

:  0" 

:  191: 

0 

:  37 

314: 

205 

!  201 

:  10. 

«  2/ 

•  2/ 

215. 

:  84' 

:  84 

;  32: 

y 

:  0 

30 

10 

7 

123: 

0 

57 

6.027 

:  4.475 

:  4.136 

3.400. 

101 

;  221 

206 

:  460 

!  272 

:  206 

:  77 

i  23 

11 

:  5 

:  5 

:  1 

!  0 

:  0 

0 

:  16 

:  16 

!  0 

»  2/ 

!  0 

29 

:  33 

:  12 

:  42. 

:  0 

:  15 

12 

:  71 

:  13 

:  5 

!  6 

:  0 

1 

i  72 

:  70 

:  9: 

=  2/ 

5  0 

57 

:  53 

:  49 

!  21 

!  0 

!  2 

24 

>U  99 

3 

63: 

3 

55 

340 

814 

445 

347: 

S6 

95 

0 

!  0 

I  2/ 

\  215: 

0 

!  0 

0 

[  0 

!  0 

t  220 

:  0 

5  0 

y  590 

«  2/ 

:  2/ 

:  1, 

:  0 

!  1 

3,533 

\  4,125 

:  2,736 

:  2,282. 

:  1,023 

:  0 

0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  1,303 

:  0 

:  220 

130 

;  136 

:  125 

:  67. 

:  2 

!  2 

2/  • 

:  25 

:  10 

:  23: 

:  9 

3 

25 

11 

11. 

24: 

:  1 

6 

9.283 

4.297 

2,932 

4iH5: 

1.035 

•  2?2 

17 

19. 

19. 

:  26: 

1: 

-  2/ 

67. 

:  219 

:  157. 

:  197: 

7: 

:  25 

0: 

:  0- 

;  0" 

:  450: 

0: 

:  34 

6. 

10" 

!  9. 

i  20: 

3: 

:  6 

8: 

14: 

22: 

1" 

2 

15,748 

,  9,848: 

7,707: 

8,607: 

1,234: 

615 

Western  Hemisphere: 

Canada  , 

British  Honduras  . , 

Honduras   

Haiti   


Cuba  :  4,755 

Netherlands  Antilles 

Bolivia   

Colombia   

Venezuela   

Other  countries   


Europe : 
Belgium  &  Luxembourg 

Greece   

Ireland   

Western  Germany   

Netherlands   

Sweden   

Switzerland   

Other  countries   

Total   

Asia: 

India   

Indochina   


Japan  , 

Pakistan  , 

Saudi  Arabia   

Philippines   

Other  countries  .. 
Total  «,., 

Total  Oceania   

Liberia   

French  West  Africa 

Other  Africa   

Other  6/ 


Total  world   :  15,748 


1/  Includes  brown,  broken,  screenings  and  brewers1  rice  and  rough  rice 
converted  to  terms  of  milled  at  65  percent.    2/  Preliminary.    J/  Less  than 
500  bags.    Ij  Includes  58,000  bags  to  Trieste  and  23,000  bags  to  Austria. 
j>/  Adjusted  to  include  all  programs  of  the  Department  of  Defense  and  the 
International  Cooperation  Administration.    6/  Starting  with  January  1954, 
"other"  includes  shipments  valued  at  less  than  $500  each  when  the  number  of 
such  shipments  to  a  country  in  a  given  month  is  few. 

Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census,  except  as  noted. 
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CUBA  RICE  PRODUCTION  LOWER 
AS  RESULT  DISEASE  DAMAGE 

Rice  production  in  Cuba  is  menaced  by  a  disease  that  is  causing 
serious  losses  in  most  areas  of  that  country.    This  disease  is  par- 
ticularly serious  in  some  areas  of  Camaguey  Province.    It  has  increased 
and  spread  rapidly  during  the  past  2  or  3  years.    It  was  first  noted  in 
Camaguey  Province,  where  it  is  now  quite  common,  and  diseased  plants 
have  been  observed  in  Orientes  and  Pinar  Del  Rio  Provinces. 

The  United  States  varieties  Century  Patna,  Bluebonnet,  Toro,  Sun- 
bonnet,  Magnolia  and  Rexoro  have  been  damaged  more  severely  than  the 
local  Honduras  (Zayas  Bazan)  variety.    The  difference  has  been  so  great 
that  in  some  areas  banks  have  refused  to  make  production  loans  except  for 
growing  Honduras.    This  caused  a  marked  increase  in  the  acreage  and  produc- 
tion of  Honduras,  and  a  corresponding  decrease  in  acreage  and  production 
of  the  U.  S.  varieties  in  195°\    There  will  be  a  reduction  in  total  pro- 
duction in  Cuba  in  1956  compared  to  1955  • 

The  cause  of  this  disease  is  unknown,  although  the  symptoms  and  the 
way  it  has  spread  suggest  that  it  is  caused  by  a  virus  transmitted  by  an 
insect  vector.    It  has  not  been  observed  in  the  United  States.  The 
disease  is  serious,  and  precautions  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  introduc- 
ing it  into  this  country. 

PHILIPPINE  1956  FLUE -CURED 
HARVEST  BELOW  PREVIOUS 
ESTIMATE 

The  1955-56  Philippine  crop  of  flue -cured  tobacco  is  now  estimated 
at  35  million  pounds.    This  is  three  million  pounds  less  than  the  pre- 
vious estimate,  but  is  still  more  than  two  and  one -half  times  as  large 
as  the  13.9  million  pounds  produced  a  year  earlier. 

Producers  of  flue -cured  tobacco  in  the  Philippine  Republic  are 
encountering  serious  problems  in  obtaining  fuel  for  flue -curing.  The 
rapid  expansion  in  production  has  increased  demands  for  firewood  far 
beyond  the  local  supplies  available.    As  a  result,  the  price  of  fire- 
wood has  more  than  doubled  and  the  producing  areas  are  being  denuded  of 
trees.    In  order  to  meet  this  problem,  many  of  the  tobacco  producers 
probably  will  convert  to  the  use  of  fuel  oil  or  coal,  or  import  wood  from 
other  areas. 

FRENCH  WEST  AFRICA  RECEIVES 
TOBACCO  UNDER  FRANCE'S  TRADE 
AGREEMENTS 

French  West  Africa  is  a  recipient  of  tobacco  provided  through  various 
trade  agreements  that  France  has  with  other  countries,  according  to  a 
recent  report.    French  West  Africa  is  to  receive  tobacco  from  Italy,  Brazil 
and  South  Africa. 


July  23,  1956 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


9 


U.S.  EXPORTS  OF  UNMANUFACTURED  TOBACCO 
IN  MAY  62  PERCENT  ABOVE  YEAR  AGO 

United  States  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  May  1956  totaled 
35- 5  million  pounds,  valued  at  $21.9  million.     This  was  a  very  substantial 
increase  of  62  percent  over  exports  for  May  1955,  "which  totaled  21.9 
million  pounds,  valued  at  $13*8  million.    There  were  increases  in  exports 
of  all  types  in  May  1956  with  the  exception  of  Green  River  tobacco.  Exports 
of  flue -cured  tobacco  in  May  19  56  were  exceptionally  high,  totaling  27.9 
million  pounds,  compared  with  exports  for  the  same  month  last  year  of  18.1 
million  pounds.    Exports  of  flue -cured  tobacco  to  five  major  countries 
accounted  for  73  percent  of  the  total  for  May  of  this  year:  United  Kingdom, 
h.G  million  pounds;  West  Germany,  10.2  million  pounds;  Netherlands,  2.3 
million  pounds;  Belgium  and  Luxembourg,  1.2  million  pounds  and  Denmark, 
2.1  million  pounds.    Exports  of  Burley  tobacco  for  the  month  of  May  were 
particularly  high  with  shipments  to  Portugal  (2.1  million  pounds)  accounting 
for  70  percent  of  total  Burley  exports.     Shipments  of  dark-fired  Kentucky- 
Tennessee  tobacco  to  France  (1.3  million  pounds)  accounted  for  75  percent 
of  all  dark-fired  Kentucky -Tennessee  exports  for  May  1956. 


UNITED  STATES:  Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco,  May  1956  and 
January-May  1956,  with  comparisons  (export  weight) 


Type 


May 

Percent 

:  January-May 

Percent 

:  1955 

:  1956 

: change 

1955 

1956 

change 

: 1,000 

1,000 

Percent 

1,000 

1,000 

Percent 

: pounds 

.pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

:  18,097 

27,909 

+5^.2: 

100,932 

131,052 

+29.8 

:  1,^97 

3,105 

+107.^ 

:  13,962' 

10,832 

-22. h 

•  1,122 

1,763 

+  57-1 

:  8,70^ 

11,1«56 

:  +31.0 

:  78 

:  217 

+178.2 

1,2^9: 

2,116 

+69.  k 

:  213 

:  658 

+208.9 

2,036 

1,786 

-12.3 

29^ 

9^3 

+220 . 7 

2,788- 

5,^7 

:  +96.8 

232 

:  26 

-88.8 

1,715 

:  571 

-66.7 

252 

327 

+29.8 

L,+77 

1,773 

+20.0 

:  1^9- 

5^1 

+263.1 

3, ^55 

2,878 

:  -16.7 

:  21,93^: 

35, ^89 

+61.8 

136,318 

167,901 

+23.2 

•  13-8: 

21.9 

•  +58.7 

8+.0: 

105.I 

+25.1 

Flue -cured   

Burley  

Dark-fired  Kentucky- 
Tennessee   , 

Virginia  fire -cured  ly 

Black  Fat  , 

Maryland  

Green  River  

Cigar  Wrapper  

Other  2/  


Total, 


Declared  value 

 (million  dollars)  . 

1/  Includes  sun-cured. 

2/  Includes  one  sucker,  cigar  binder  and  filler,  Peri que  and  stems, 
trimmings  and  scrap.     These  were  classified  in  a  blanket  category 
beginning  January  1956. 


Compiled  in  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census . 
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Total  exports  of  all  types  of  tobacco  at  167.9  million  pounds  for  the 
first  five  months  of  1956  were  about  23  percent  higher    than  exports  for 
the  January-May  1955  period,  totaling  I36.3  million  pounds.    Exports  of 
flue -cured  tobacco  for  the  January-May  1956  period  totaled  approximately 
131.1  million  pounds,  an  increase  of  about  30  percent  over  flue-cured 
exports  totaling  100. 9  million  pounds  for  the  corresponding  period  last 
year.    Exports  of  flue-cured  tobacco  for  the  first  five  months  of  1956 
to  the  United  Kingdom  (36. 0  million  pounds)  and  to  West  Germany  (3O.6 
million  pounds)  were  considerably  higher  than  exports  to  these  countries 
for  the  January -May  1955  period.    There  were  increases  in  exports  for 
the  first  five  months  of  1956  of  dark-fired  Kentucky-Tennessee,  Virginia 
fire  and  sun-cured,  Maryland  and  Cigar  Wrapper.    There  was  a  decline  in 
exports  of  Burley,  Black  Fat  and  Green  River  tobacco  for  this  period. 


UNITED  STATES:  Exports  of  tobacco  products,  May  1956  and  January -May  1956 

with  comparisons 


Class  of  product 

:  Me 
:  1955 

:  1956 

[Percent 
ichange 

:  Janua: 
:  1955 

^y-May 
:  1956 

[Percent 
[change 

Cigarettes 

Smoking  tobacco  in  bulk  : 

Declared  value  l/  < 
(million  dollars )  : 

:  1,169 
:  375 
U.8 

:  l,kl0 

:     253  : 

!   5.7  : 

[Percent 

!  6,176 

:  2,369  ! 

!     25. k  ! 

:  6,050 

!  2,195 
:  25.7  - 

[Percent 

!  /20.6 

:  -32.5  : 

!  /IB  .8  j 

:  -2.1 
:  -7.3 
I  /1.2 

1/  Includes  value  of  tobacco  manufactures  not  separately  shown. 


Compiled  in  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census. 

The  total  value  of  May  exports  of  tobacco  products  at  $5*7  million 
was  approximately  19  percent  higher  than  for  May  1955*    Exports  of 
cigarettes  in  May  increased  about  21  percent  over  the  same  month  last 
year.    For  the  five  months,  January -May  1956,  there  were  decreases  in 
exports  of  both  cigarettes  and  smoking  tobacco  in  bulk. 

AUSTRIAN  OUTPUT  OF 
T0EACC0  PRODUCTS  UP 

Output  of  tobacco  products  by  the  Austrian  Tobacco  Monopoly  continued 
upward  through  the  first  quarter  of  1956.    Cigarette  output  totaled  2.0 
billion  pieces  as  compared  with  1.6  billion  produced  during  January-March 
1955*    Production  of  cigars,  pipe  tobacco  and  cigarette  tobacco  for  roll- 
your-own  increased  9.1,  7.5  and  18.5  percent,  respectively,  above  the  same 
period  last  year,  while  the  output  of  cut  tobacco  and  snuff  declined. 
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PRODUCTION  OF  CIGARETTES  IN 
KOREA  CONTINUES  UPWARD 


Korean  production  of  cigarettes  during  the  January-April  period  of 
I956  was  10  million  pounds  compared  to  9*8  million  pounds  for  the  corres- 
ponding period  of  1955*    Output  of  cut  tobacco  during  the  first  four  months 
of  1956  was  h.h  million  pounds  -  -  a  decline  from  5. 3  million  pounds  during 
the  January -April  period  of  1955 •    Total  production  of  tohacco  products 
during  the  first  k  months  of  1956  was  ik.k  million  pounds  compared  to  15.1 
million  pounds  for  the  first  k  months  of  1955. 

KOREA:    Output  of  tohacco  products  during  January -April  1956, 

with  comparisons 


Year 


)  Cigarettes 


Cut  Tohacco 


Total 


:  1,000 

:  pounds 

• 
• 

1950   9,^78 

1951   15,536 

1952   22, 053 

1953   2l*,  20l* 

195k. 26,235 

1955   27,789 

January -April  periods  : 

1955  •   9,758 

1956.   10.000 


I,  000 
pounds 

13,596 
9,758 

16,1*93 
9,89^ 

7,209 

II,  1*18 

5,3^2 


1,000 
pounds 

23,071* 
25,291* 
38,5^6 
3i*,098 
33,1*1*1* 
39,207 

15,100 
ll*,392 


Source : Korean  Economic  Statistics,  April  1956. 


YUGOSLAV  PRUNE  CROP  DOWN 

The  1956  fresh  prune  crop  in  Yugoslavia  is  unofficially  forecast  at 
330,000  short  tons.    This  is  the  "off-year"  in  Yugoslav  prune  production, 
following  last  year's  large  crop  of  996,000  tons. 

Dried  prune  production  in  1955  was  estimated  at  25,800  tons.  Should 
the  1956  fresh  prune  crop  turn  out  as  now  forecast  (which  is  equivalent 
to  one-third  of  the  size  of  last  year's  crop),  the  1956  dried  prune  pack 
would  he  less  than  one-third  of  the  1955  pack  since  the  percentage  dried 
is  also  reduced  in  the  case  of  a  smaller  crop.    In  this  event,  Yugoslavia 
would  he  unable  to  supply  western  European  countries  in  1956/57  and 
maintain  the  recent  level  of  exports  to  the  Soviet  Bloc. 
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ECUADOR  EXPERIENCES 
PROBLEMS  IN 
MARKETING  BANANAS 

Ecuador  has  materially  increased  "banana  production  since  World  War  II. 
In  the  earlier  stages  of  developing  "banana  production,  there  was  very  little 
disease,  but  in  recent  years  there  has  been  an  increase  in  plants  affected 
by  the  Sigatoka  disease.    Ecuadorian  bananas  have  always  suffered  from 
excessive  handling  because  they  are  transported  down  the  river  in  barges 
for  loading  on  ocean  ships.    This  year  a  number  of  bananas  have  been 
damaged  by  falling  ash  from  the  continuous  eruption  of  El  Sangay. 

In  an  effort  to  obtain  additional  markets  in  Europe,  the  Monetary 
Board  has  issued  new  regulations  giving  more  favorable  treatment  to 
exporters  shipping  bananas  to  Europe. 


FRUIT  PRODUCTION 
INCREASING  IN 
NORTHERN  GREECE 

Because  of  the  larger  income  to  be  obtained  from  fruits,  there  has 
been  considerable  planting  of  fruits  in  Northern  Greece  with  a  resultant 
decrease  in  small  grain  acreage. 

The  area  is  largely  populated  by  people  of  low  income,  and  even  though 
their  diets  would  be  improved  through  the  eating  of  more  fruit,  they  are 
unable  to  buy  except  when  prices  are  very  low. 

Any  attempt  at  freezing  is  ruled  out  because  of  lack  of  facilities  for 
processing  or  transport.    However,  they  have  been  able  to  ship  strawberries 
under  refrigeration  to  Vienna  and  Munich.    Reports  are  that  the  berries, 
despite  harvesting  after  a  rain,  arrived  at  destination  in  good  condition 
after  10-11  days  intransit.    The  strawberries  sold  in  Vienna  for  16  cents 
per  pound. 

With  improved  facilities  for  shipment  outside  the  country  and  the 
building  of  cold  storages  and  canneries,  the  Greeks  expect  to  take  full 
advantage  of  this  new  producing  area.    Unlike  Southern  Greece,  the  climatic 
conditions  do  not  permit  natural  drying  of  the  fruit. 


U.S.  POTATOES 
DESTROYED  IN  SWEDEN 

Large  quantities  of  potatoes  shipped  from  the  United  States  to  Sweden 
have  been  destroyed.    The  Swedish  plant  protection  authorities  reported 
that  the  potatoes  were  infected  with  ring  rot. 
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CANADIAN  FRUIT 
PRODUCTION  LOWER 

Based  on  conditions  the  latter  part  of  June,  the  1956  Canadian  straw- 
berry crop,    except  for  Quebec,  is  expected  to  be  39  percent  below  that 
of  1955*    In  the  Province  of  Quebec,  crop  prospects  are  good,  but  it  is  too 
early  to  forecast  production. 

The  forecast  for  raspberry  production,  with  the  exception  of  Quebec, 
is  indicated  to  be  ^.8  million  quarts,  which  is  less  than  half  as  large 
as  in  1955 •    There  is  a  reduction  of  approximately  80  percent  in  British 
Columbia,  where  about  three -fourths  of  the  Canadian  raspberry  crop  is 
normally  grown. 

The  sweet-cherry  crop  is  estimated  to  be  about  2,700  short  tons, 
which  is  approximately  half  of  that  produced  in  1955*    The  sour-cherry 
crop  is  estimated  at  7,000  tons,  which  is  approximately  30  percent 
below  that  of  last  year.    Spring  frosts  damaged  the  crop  in  Ontario, 
while  severe  freezes  damaged  the  trees  last  winter,  and  the  crop  was 
further  damaged  by  hail  and  rain  in  June  of  this  year  in  British 
Columbia . 


CUBA  STEPS  UP  EXPORTS 

OF  FRESH  MANGOS  TO  TBE  U.S. 

Exports  of  fresh  mangos  from  Cuba  reached  a  record  high  of  33*000 
crates  (kO  pounds  each)  during  the  1956  shipping  season.    In  addition 
to  the  fresh  shipments,  approximately  23,000  pounds  of  canned  mangos 
were  exported  in  1955 •    All  of  the  exports  were  to  the  United  States. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  have  the  mangos  fumigated  and  inspected  in  Havana.    Shipments  are 
made  in  refrigerated  railroad  cars,  which  are  ferried  to  West  Palm 
Beach,  Florida.    This  reduces  losses,  enlarges  the  marketing  area, 
and  gives  faster  movement  than  when  shipments  were  made  via  all 
water  to  New  York,  and  the  fumigation  and  redistribution  accomplished 
from  there. 


INDIAN  CASHEW  ESTIMATE  RAISED 

The  1956  Indian  cashew  forecast,  which  has  been  subject  to  widely 
varying  estimates,  is  now  indicated  at  66,000  short  tons,  unshelled.  Con- 
trary to  earlier  expectations,  and  above -average  crop  is  now  estimated. 
Average  production  ( 19^9-53)  is  57*000  tons.    Estimated  1955  production 
has  also  been  revised  upward  and  is  now  considered  to  have  been  77*000 
short  tons       the  largest  on  record. 

It  is  believed  that  imports  of  unshelled  nuts  from  Portuguese  and 
British  East  Africa  will  total  73*000  tons  this  season  against  58,800 
tons  last  season.    Serious  cyclone  damage  has  been  reported  from  the 
Mozambique  district  and  shippers  have  predicted  a  sharp  drop  in  pro- 
duction from  this  area  during  the  next  few  seasons. 
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ITALY'S  CROP  OF  BRINING  CHERRIES 
BELOW  LAST  YEAR'S  HIGH 

The  1956  crop  of  brining  cherries  in  Italy  is  estimated  to  be  about 
normal  but  approximately  25  percent  smaller  than  last  year's  large  crop 
of  11,000  short  tons.    Total  exports  of  brined  cherries  during  the  1955- 
56  season  were  about  the  same  as  in  the  195^-55  seasons.    However,  in 
the  earlier  season,  7  percent  of  the  exports  were  to  the  United  States 
as  compared  to  only  4.7  percent  during  the  past  season.  Favorable 
weather  during  the  1956  season  has  produced  a  crop  of  good  quality 
fruit  with  less  worm  infestation  than  usual. 

Market  demand  has  been  active  with  French  manufacturers  seeking 
to  purchase  larger  than  usual  amounts  because  of  the  short  crop  of 
processing  cherries  in  France.    Due  to  increased  demand  and  the 
smaller  crop  in  relation  to  last  year,  prices  have  been  substantially 
above  those  of  a  year  ago. 

FRANCE  EXPECTS  GOOD  APPLE 
AND  POOR  PEAR  CROPS 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  of  France  has  forecast  a  good  crop  of 
dessert  apples.    Flowering  was  abundant,  but  there  has  been  some  dropping 
of  fruit.    Good  crops  of  the  Reinette  du  Mans  and  Ardennes  varieties  are 
in  prospect,  while  crops  of  earlier  varieties  will  be  smaller. 

In  general,  the  pear  crop  is  expected  to  be  very  small.    As  in  the 
case  of  apples,  prospects  for  later  varieties  of  pears,  such  as  Williams, 
are  better  than  those  for  early  varieties.    A  large  amount  of  fruit  has 
dropped  from  the  trees,  and  the  crop  is  expected  to  be  late.  Some 
difficulty  has  also  been  experienced  with  scab  disease  in  the  Rhone 
Valley. 


U.K.  FRUIT  CROP 
PROSPECTS  GOOD 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  is  expecting  a  very  good  apple  crop 
this  season.    The  crop  promises  to  be  almost  as  large  as  the  record 
crop  of  1947.    The  production  of  cooking  apples  is  likely  to  be  lower 
than  in  19^7,  but  it  will  be  above  the  average  for  the  last  5  years. 
Prospects  are  good  for  all  kinds  of  pears  on  the  increased  areas  now 
coming  into  production,  and  a  record  crop  is  expected.    Production  of 
cherries  and  plums  is  expected  to  be  slightly  above  average,  but  soft 
fruit  production  is  disappointing.    Lower  production  is  forecast  for 
strawberries,  black-currants,  and  gooseberries.    In  Kent,  where  70 
percent  of  the  cherries  are  grown,  the  crop  suffered  from  heavy  rains 
and  a  lack  of  warm  weather. 
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HEW  ZEALAND'S  MEAT  PRODUCTION  FOR  EXPORT 
LIKELY  TO  EXCEED  LAST  YEAR  RECORD 

Meat  production  for  export  from  New  Zealand  in  the  9  months  ending 
June  2  was  5  percent  larger  than  the  record  established  for  the  same 
period  a  year  earlier.    Shipments  of  meat  during  October  1,  1955  -  June  2, 
1956  totaled  215,779  metric  tons.    The  tonnage  exported  to  markets  out- 
side the  United  Kingdom  was  20,655  tons  or  less  than  10  percent  of  the 
total.    Exports  to  the  United  States  were  ^20  tons. 

New  Zealand  had  already  shipped  1,080  tons  of  mutton  to  Russian 
buyers  and  in  late  June  was  loading  another  large  consignment  of  ^-,600 
tons  for  delivery  at  Leningrad. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time  in  history,  more  than  1^  million  lamb 
carcasses  are  expected  to  be  shipped  to  overseas  markets.    Lamb  pro- 
duction for  export  during  the  first  9  months  of  the  current  export 
season  totaled  over  13.8  million  head,  6  percent  larger  than  a  year 
earlier.    However,  because  of  a  decline  in  the  average  carcass  weight 
the  quantity  of  lamb  produced  in  the  period  was  only  2  percent  more 
than  a  year  earlier. 


A  notable  feature  of  this  year's  meat  trade  in  New  Zealand  has  been 
the  increased  exports  of  chilled  beef.    Exports  for  the  season  to  June  2 
totaled  16 ,8^7  tons,  nearly  25  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier.  The 
quantity  exported  thus  far  this  year  is  near  the  record  total  shipped 
during  the  entire  195^-55  year. 


Cold  storage  holdings  of  meat  June  2,  1956  in  New  Zealand  totaled 
139,270  tons  compared  with  125,936  on  May  28,  1955. 


BRITISH  SHIP  LAMB  CARCASSES 
VIA  AIR  TO  FRANCE 

Small  shipments  of  chilled  early  spring  lamb  carcasses  have  been 
flown  to  Paris  from  slaughter  plants  in  Exeter  and  Bristol  this  year. 
The  first  shipments  were  made  by  the  United  Fresh  Meat  Company,  an  agent 
of  the  Fatstock  Marketing  Cooperative. 

Small  compact  lamb  carcasses  of  around  35  pounds  are  being  selected 
for  these  sales.    The  lambs  have  been  purchased  at  normal  grade  and  dead- 
weight prices  and  bring  a  premium  in  the  French  Market.    It  is  possible 
that  these  shipments  will  not  be  feasible  when  increased  numbers  of  French 
lambs  reach  market  weights.    Large  quantities  of  frozen  lamb  cannot  be 
sold  effectively  in  Paris,  due  to  a  lack  of  refrigeration  facilities. 
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URUGUAY  INCREASES  EXCHANGE  RATE  ON 
MEAT  EXPORTED  FROM  IMPORTED  CATTLE 

The  Uruguayan  National  Council  on  July  3  established  new  exchange 
rates  for  the  export  of  meat  products  and  hides  derived  from  imported 
Argentine  cattle.    This  action  raises  export  prices  and  will  tend  to 
stimulate  exports.    At  least  part  of  the  increase  in  export  prices  was 
due  to  higher  wage  rates  for  packinghouse  workers  and  the  cost  of  fringe 
benefits  which  resulted  from  the  recent  strike  of  packing  house  workers 
in  Montevideo. 


The  new  export  exchange  rate  for  canned  beef  is  3«80  pesos  to  the 
dollar.    The  former  rate  was  3.50  pesos.    For  Continental  B  and  F  type 
frozen  or  chilled  beef  the  rate  was  increased  from  3*10  pesos  to  3*80 
pesos.    The  exchange  rate  for  processing  beef  (bone-in  or  boneless)  is 
now  2.48  pesos  whereas  formerly  it  was  2.35*    The  new  rate  for  canned 
meats  and  sub-products,  including  hides,  is  3»80  pesos  to  the  dollar 
compared  with  the  old  rate  of  3»50  to  the  dollar. 


Previously  a  preferential  exchange  rate  of  3*50  pesos  per  dollar 
was  granted  canned  beef,  sub -products  and  salted  hides  obtained  exclu- 
sively from  slaughter  for  export.    A  lower  exchange  rate  was  applicable 
for  products  obtained  from  slaughter    for  domestic  use.    On  June  27,  1956 
the  3*50  pesos  per  dollar  rate  was  extended  to  those  products  obtained 
from  cattle  slaughtered  for  Montevideo  consumption  by  Frigorifico 
Nacional  (the  government  sponsored  packing  house). 


AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  SALES  WEEK  ENDING 
JUNE  22,  1956  TOTAL  90,000  BALES 

Australian  wool  sales  in  Brisbane,  Adelaide  and  Albury  totaled  90,000 
bales  for  the  week  ending  June  22,  1956.    Demand  was  wide  spread  with 
prices  of  fine  wools  advancing  up  to  6  cents  per  pound  above  the  previous 
weeks  sales. 


Due  to  the  shearing  dispute  and  labor  difficulties  in  handling 
wool  bales,  a  carry-over  of  about  50  million  pounds,  greasy  basis, 
remainded  unsold  on  July  1,  1956.    This  probably  was  reduced  considerably 
by  the  two  sales  scheduled  for  July  2-5  and  10-12,  respectively. 

The  1956-57  Australian  wool  clip  has  been  estimated  at  1,U80  million 
pounds,  greasy  basis,  compared  with  about  1,1+00  million  pounds  for  1955/56 
(see  World  Wool  Production  Increases  in  195b  beginning  on  page  28). 
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AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  PRICES 

Wool  Prices:    Average  raw  wool  costs,  clean  basis,  on  Australian 
auction  floors,  by  quality  classification. 

(Current  prices  with  comparisons) 

\  Week  Ended 

Type  and  Grade  ;  ;      Y  A 

 ;    6-15-56    ;    6-22-56  ; 

:   _  _  _  _  u#  s.  Dollars  Per  Pound  -  -  -  - 
Combing  Wools  : 

70' s  Good  5       1.1*7         :  :  1.U5 

Average  :       l,k2         :       l.kQ  :  1.39 

•  •  • 

6h »s  Good  :       1.38         :       l.kk  :  1.31 

Average  :        1.32         :        I.37  :  1.27 

60's  Good  :        l.2k         1        1.28  :  1.21 

Average  :        1.18         :        1.20  :  1.16 

•  •  • 

58' s  Good  :       1.11         :       1.13  : 

Average  :        l.oU         :        1.06  : 

56' s  Good  :  .95         :  .96  :  l.oU 

0  •  « 

Average  :         .91         :         .92  : 

50  «s  Good  :'         .82         :         .82  :  .91 

Average  :         .80         :         .80  : 

:  :  : 

•  •  • 

Carding  Wools  :  .  . 

Merino  :         .86         :         .86  :  .78 

e  •  • 

•  •  • 

Comeback  :  .76         :  .76  °  .7I+ 

»  •  • 

Fine  Crossbred  :  .69         :  .69  :  .73 

Medium  Crossbred.  :  .67  •  167  •  .7^ 

Source:    Wool  Statistical  Service  of  the  Australian  Wool  Bureau 
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CANADA'S  JUNE  COTTON  CONSUMPTION 
DIPS  SLIGHTLY  FROM  LAST  YEAR 

Consumption  of  29,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  of  cotton  in  Canada 
during  June  1956  was  the  same  as  in  May,  but  represented  a  decline  of 
6  percent  from  consumption  of  31,000  bales  in  June  1955-    Recent  sus- 
pension of  operations  in  several  large  mills,  because  of  labor  disputes, 
was  considered  to  be  the  principal  cause  of  the  current  reductions.  Operat- 
ing levels  of  Canadian  mills  until  now,  have  been  the  best  in  several  years. 

Cotton  consumption  in  Canada  during  the  11 -month  period,  August- June 
1955-56,  amounted  to  361,000  bales,  or  8  percent  higher  than  the  consump- 
tion of  335,000  bales  a  year  ago. 


U.  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS  CONTINUE 
AT  FAVORABLE  LEVEL  IN  MAY 

Exports  of  cotton  from  the  United  States  in  May  1956  amounted  to 
361,000  bales  of  500  pounds  gross  (3^^,000  running  bales),  slightly 
lower  than  the  379,000  bales  exported  in  April,  but  well  above  exports 
of  2^0,000  bales  in  May  1955,  (Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  July  16,  1956). 
Exports  during  the  first  10  months,  August-May,  of  the  1955-56  season 
amounted  to  1,932,000  bales  (1,8^2,000  running  bales)  or  ho  percent  lower 
than  exports  of  3,230,000  bales  during  August-May  195^-55» 

The  acceleration  of  exports  that  began  in  March  1956  is  attributed 
mainly  to  the  special  million-bale  sale  for  export  of  cotton  of  15/l6  inch 
and  shorter  staple  in  January  and  February.    Availability  of  this  cotton 
under  the  Foreign  Aid  Program  administered  by  the  International  Cooperation 
Administration  (ICA)  provided  a  further  stimulus. 


Japan  continued  to  be  the  principal  market  for  United  States  cotton, 
with  exports  to  that  country  during  August -May  1955-56  amounting  to  721,000 
bales  or  37  percent  of  the  total.    This  figure  for  10  months  exceeds  the 
total  of  678,000  bales  exported  to  Japan  during  the  entire  195^-55  season. 
Increases  are  also  shown  in  exports  to  Taiwan,  Chile,  Colombia,  Austria, 
Finland,  Poland,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  but  sharp  declines  continued  to  be 
registered  in  exports  to  the  major  importing  countries,  the  United  Kingdom, 
Western  Germany,  France,  Canada,  Italy,  the  Netherlands,  and  Belgium. 

It  now  appears  that  exports  for  the  entire  1955-56  season  will  exceed 
2.0  million  running  bales.    Exports  of  cotton  from  stocks  of  the  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  (CCC),  now  being  sold  on  a  competitive -bid  basis,  will 
not  begin  until  August  1,  1956,  but  sales  through  July  10  have  amounted  to 
2.9  million  bales. 
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UNITED  STATES:    Exports  of  cotton  by  countries  of  destination, 
averages  1935-39  and  19^5-1+9;  annual  1953  and  195k; 
August -May  195^-55  and  1955-56 

  (Bales  of  500  pounds  gross)  


Country  of  destination 


Year  beginning  August  1 


:  Average  : 
:i935-39:i9k5-kq: 


1953  I  195k 


August -May 


1,000  bales 


Austria  

Belgium  

Czechoslovakia . . . . 

Denmark.  

Finland  , 

France.  

Germany,  West . . . . . 

Italy  

Netherlands ....... 

Norway  , 

Poland  and  Danzig, 

Portugal  , 

Spain  , 

Sweden  

Switzerland  , 

United  Kingdom . . . , 

Yugoslavia  , 

Other  Europe  , 

Total  Europe, 


Canada  , 

Chile  

Colombia  , 

Cuba  , 

India  , 

China  , 

French  Indochina.., 

Indonesia  , 

Japan  

Korea,  Republic  of, 
Taiwan  (Formosa ) . . , 

Australia  

Other  countries .... 

Total  500-lb.  bales...: 
Total  running  bales . . . : 


0  : 

36  : 

t      k2  '. 

15  ! 

:  Ik 

:  15 

169  : 

131  : 

:       68  : 

:       66  : 

:       65  ! 

:  13 

65  : 

57  : 

:        0  : 

!         0  . 

:       0  ' 

:  0 

33  ! 

Ik  : 

:      23  : 

:       21  : 

:      21  . 

!  2 

35  : 

J/  1 

21  : 

:       10  : 

:      13  : 

:       10  , 

:  15 

662 

575  : 

k-75  : 

.     kl6  ' 

383 

170 

511  ' 

3k0  : 

,       389  ! 

'  350 

:  335 

:  67 

kk2  : 

lf89  ' 

269  : 

:  2kQ 

:  222 

:  qo 

>  y\j 

1  07 
J.U  (  < 

131  : 

i  nit  ' 

.         y?  , 

.  yd 

6 

17  : 

7 

:      Ik  ' 

:       12  : 

:  12 

:  2/ 

180  ■ 

69  , 

;  n 

>               U  1 

•  n 
■  \j 

•  X 

J° 

|/ 

>         u  < 

1  J~L 

p/ 

»  "3 
J 

1  rift 

69  ! 

±01 

1  07 

±y( 

•         1 OQ 

lie  < 

12  : 

po 

9 

26 

Pk  ' 

J  ( 

JO 

J-3 

488 

kPP 

kPI 

■  "500 

j!?9 

JLJ-? 

17  ! 

hi 

:  ko 

:  86 

:  8k 

on 
31 

33 

>  1U 

9 

>  1L 

3,885 

i  2,5^5 

;  2,100 

i  2,066 

;  l,Qkk 

I  738 

301 

275 

:  237 

:  307 

:  280 

:  65 

9 

20 

Or? 

:  27 

:  10 

:  10 

:  lk 

20 

2k 

:  7 

:  2 

:  1 

:  27 

11 

16 

:  20 

:  19 

:  19 

:  10 

52 

86 

•  161 

:  61 

:  60 

:  8 

117 

koi 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

22 

6 

:  16 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

2/ 

5 

:  22 

:  27 

:  2k 

:  Ik 

1,1^2 

5/ 

585 

:  1,005 

:     678  : 

•  630 

721 

kQ 

:  96 

:  170 

lk5 

90 

% 

1 

:  110 

120  : 

110 

•  119 

9 

7 

:  k<> 

:       52  : 

k6 

2k 

21 

k6 

:6/  68 

:7/  73 

61  • 

102 

5,589 

:  ^,065 

:  3,91^ 

:  3,585 

3,230  ■ 

1,932 

5,300 

:  3,917  ' 

:  3,761  : 

:  3,W  : 

3,107  : 

1,842 

l/  k-year  average.    2J  Less  than  500  bales.    3/  Includes  Greece  21. 
kj  If  any,  included  in  other  countries.    5/  3-year  average.    6/  Israel 
12,  Ethiopia  11.    jj  Israel  20,  French  Morocco  11. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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U.  S.  COTTON  LINTERS 
EXPORTS  DECLINE  IN  MAY 

United  States  exports  of  cotton  linters,  principally  chemical  grades 
5-7,  amounted  to  38,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in  May  1956.    This  was  a 
seasonal  decline  from  exports  of  U8,000  bales  in  April,  "but  considerably 
higher  than  exports  of  12,000  bales  in  May  1955. 

Linters  exports  during  the  10  months,  August-May  1955-56,  have  been 
the  highest  in  several  years,  amounting  to  ^-07,000  bales,  or  60  percent 
higher  than  exports  of  255*000  bales  during  August-May  195^-55. 

Principal  destinations  of  the  linters  exported  during  August-May  1955-5 
with  comparable  figures  for  last  year  in  parentheses  were:    Western  Germany 
111,000  bales  (86,000);  United  Kingdom  9^,000  (62,000);  France  79,000 
(39,000);  Japan  53,000  (28,000);  Netherlands  36,000  (11,000);  and  Canada 
22,000  (19,000). 


U.  S.  IMPORTS  OF  COTTON  LINTERS 
IN  MAY  CONTINUE  AT  RECENT  LEVELS 

United  States  imports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  felting  grades  1-^, 
amounted  to  17,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in  May  1956,  approximately 
the  same  as  imports  of  16,000  bales  in  April,  and  at  about  the  same 
level  as  during  the  last  k  months.    Imports  during  May  1955  amounted  to 
26,000  bales. 

Linters  imports  during  the  10  months,  August-May  1955-56,  the  highest 
since  1952-53,  amounted  to  179,000  bales  or  19  percent  higher  than  the 
150,000  bales  imported  during  August-May  195^-55. 

Principal  sources  of  the  linters  imported  during  August-May  1955-56, 
with  comparable  195*+- 55  figures  in  parentheses  were:    Mexico  118,000  bales 
(80,000);  U.S.S.R.  *H, 000  (26,000);  Brazil  7,000  (21,000);  El  Salvador  3,000 
(3,000);  and  Peru  2,000  (2,000). 


INDIA  PLANS  NEW  COOPERATIVE 
COTTON  SPINNING  MILL 

Plans  for  establishment  of  a  new  cooperative  cotton  spinning  mill 
at  Srivilliputter,  about  350  miles  from  Madras,  India,  are  being  assisted 
by  the  Government  to  bring  together  suppliers  and  consumers  in  an  organi- 
zation of  mutual  benefit.    By-laws  of  the  organization  make  provision 
for  the  payment  of  rebates  to  weavers'  cooperative  societies  according 
to  the  purchases  of  yarn  made  by  them,  and  to  cotton  growers  in  propor- 
tion to  the  value  of  cotton  sold  by  them  to  the  mill.    The  mill  will 
house  initially  12,000  spindles. 
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COTTON  PRODUCTION  IN  PARAGUAY 
REDUCED  IN  1955-56 

Latest  estimates  of  cotton  production  in  Paraguay  during  August-July 
1955-56  indicate  a  reduction  to  approximately  U6,000  bales  ( 500  pounds 
gross)  as  compared  with  the  60,000  hales  produced  in  195^- 55,  and  62,000 
hales  in  1953- 5^ •    The  reduction  is  attributed  to  drought  during  the 
planting  season  and  flood  conditions  in  the  Chaco  region  during  the  picking 
season.    Cotton  is  harvested  in  Paraguay  from  January  to  June.    Area  for 
the  1955-56  crop  was  estimated  at  1^0,000  acres  as  compared  with  155,000 
for  195^-55  and  150,000  for  1953-5^. 

Paraguay's  cotton  consumption  amounts  to  approximately  15,000  bales 
annually,  and  the  balance  of  the  crop  is  exported.    Exports  during  August- 
July  195^-55  were  estimated  at  M3,000  bales.    Data  on  country  of  destina- 
tion are  not  available,  but  imports  from  Paraguay  in  195^-55  by  some  of 
the  major  cotton  importing  countries  were  as  follows:    Belgium  17,000  bales; 
Japan  9, 000 J  Uruguay  7,000j  the  United  Kingdom  ^,000;  Western  Germany 
^,000;  Spain  3,000;  Norway  2,000;  and  the  Netherlands  and  Switzerland 
1,000  each. 

NEW  FACTORY  FOR  TEXTILE 
MACHINERY  OPENS  IN  MEXICO 

Mexico's  newest  heavy  industry,  a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of 
Japanese  textile  machinery,  located  at  Ciudad  Sahagun,  Hidalgo,  had  its 
formal  opening  on  June  21,  1956.    The  new  factory,  sponsored  by  Japanese 
and  Mexican  interests,  reportedly    is  already  producing  machinery  at  the 
rate  of  200  automatic  looms  and  5,000  spindles  per  month. 

The  factory  is  expected  to  produce  relatively  low  cost  textile 
machinery,  and  thus  permit  economical  modernization  of  many  smaller  mills 
which  are  not  financially  able  to  procure  new  equipment  abroad.  Importa- 
tion of  textile  machinery  from  abroad  will  probably  decline.  The  factory 
will  also  manufacture  sewing  machines  and  spare  parts  for  other  unrelated 
industries . 

ECUADOR  TESTING  NEW 
VARIETIES  OF  COTTON 

Experimental  trials  of  selected  varieties  of  cotton  in  Ecuador  by 
the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  (FA0)  of  the  United  Nations,  and 
the  National  Cotton  Commission  of  Ecuador,  give  promise  of  from  2  to 
nearly  3  times  the  average  yield  of  native  cotton.    An  effort  is 
being  made  to  meet  the  country's  entire  need  for  cotton  by  increased 
production. 

Ecuador's  cotton  production  in  recent  years  has  amounted  to  approxi- 
mately 12,000  bales  annually.     Imports  have  averaged  5,000  bales  per  year, 
and  mill  consumption  is  estimated  at  about  17,000  bales  a  year. 


22 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  73,  No.  h 


U.  S.  IMPORTS  OF  COTTON 
REDUCED  IN  APRIL  AND  MAY 

United  States  imports  of  cotton  (for  consumption)  during  April  and 
May  1956  amounted  to  6,000  bales  each  month,  declining  from  earlier  levels 
and  also  "below  imports  of  17,000  and  12,000  bales,  respectively,  in  April 
and  May  1955. 

Imports  for  the  10-month  period  August-May  1955-56  amounted  to 
131,000  bales,  or  the  same  as  those  during  the  corresponding  months  of 
195^-- 55 •    Imports  from  Egypt  in  the  amount  of  58,000  bales  accounted  for 
kk  percent  of  the  total.    Other  principal  sources  were  Peru,  Mexico,  and 
Pakistan.    Imports  from  India  were  considerably  reduced  during  the  current 
period,  in  contrast  to  increased  imports  from  Pakistan. 


UNITED  STATES:     Imports  of  cotton  by  countries  of  origin; 
averages  1935-39  and  19^5-^9;  annual  1953  and  I95U; 
and  August -May  195^-55  and  1955-56 

(Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


]      Year  beginning  August  1 

August-May 

Country  of  origin  Average 

1953  ; 

;  195^ 

195^-55 

1955-56 

;i935-39;i9^5-^9! 

1,000  bales 


Brazil  :  3 

China  :2/  31 

Egypt  :~  63 

India  :  67 

Mexico  :  23 

Pakistan   5/ 

Peru  :  ~ 1 

Sudan   7/ 

U.S.S.R  13/  "5 

Others  •""  q 


Total  8/  19/  185 


3/  1/ 
103 
103 
19 

6/  12 

23 
k 
1 
0 


2/, 


9/  260 


2 
0 

77 
18 

17 
Ik 

8 

7 
1 
1 


1 

0 

it/  73 
17 
20 
11 

22 

3 
1 

2 


150 


1 
0 
59 
15 
20 
10 
21 

3 
1 
1 


131 


l/  Less  than  500  bales.     2/  ^-year  average.    3/  2-year  average,     k/  In- 
cludes 1^7  bales  transshipped  via  Italy.     5/  Included  with  India  prior 
to  partition  in  19^7.     6/  3-year  average.  ~jj  Included  with  Egypt  prior 
to  19^2.    8/  Includes  small  quantities  which  are  reexported  each  year. 
9/  Total  does  not  add  due  to  partial  averages. 
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NEW  ZEALAND'S  10  MONTH  SALES  OF  BUTTER 
AND  CHEESE  OUTSIDE  U.K.  TOTAL 
k8  MILLION  POUNDS 

In  the  period  August  1,  1955  through  May  31>  1956,  New  Zealand's  sales 
of  "butter  to  markets  outside  the  United  Kingdom  totaled  hQ  million  pounds, 
approximately  92  percent  of  which  has  been  exported.    Principal  destinations 
were  Czechoslovakia,  Germany,  Finland,  France  and  Italy. 


During  the  same  ten  months,  cheese  sales  amounted  to  9  million 
pounds,  all  of  which  has  already  been  shipped.     Important  markets  in 
this  period  were  Canada,  the  United  States,  Germany,  Trinidad  and 
Jamaica. 


DOCK  STRIKE  EFFECTING 

AUSTRALIAN  DAIRY  PRODUCTS  EXPORTS 

Despite  a  high  level  of  dairy  products  production  in  Australia  during 
the  first  quarter  of  1956  when  overall  output  was  approximately  1^  percent 
above  a  year  ago,  exports  were  down  16  percent.    This  decrease  in  shipments 
was  the  direct  result  of  a  water  front  strike  in  February.    Following  the 
strike  shipping  space  was  allocated  on  a  priority  basis,  and  as  large 
quantities  of  perishables  such  as  fruits  and  meats  had  accumulated,  exports 
of  dairy  products  in  the  first  quarter  were  severely  curtailed.  Butter 
shipments  amounted  to  kl.5  million  pounds,  compared  with  k6.1  million 
pounds  a  year  earlier.    Cheese  shipments  were  particularly  affected,  being 
7.2  million  pounds  in  January  --  March,  1956,  and  18.9  million  pounds  in 
the  comparable  period  of  1955*     Increased  shipments  of  canned  milk 
( condensed  and  evaporated)  and  of  nonfat  dry  milk  before  and  after  the 
dock  strike  maintained  overall  exports  of  condensery  products  at  approxi- 
mately the  level  of  the  previous  year. 


EGYPT  PLANS  ADDITIONAL 
MILK  PROCESSING  PLANTS 

Among  the  projects  planned  for  the  immediate  future  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Egypt  is  another  milk  pasteurizing  plant  for  Cairo.  According 
to  government  estimates  the  plant  will  be  capitalized  at  about  $1.1 
million  and  will  have  a  capacity  of  more  than  100,000  pounds  of  milk 
a  day.    It  is  hoped  that  the  plant  will  be  in  operation  within  the  year. 

In  addition  a  milk  drying  plant  is  to  be  erected  in  Sakha.     It  will 
be  served  by  k  milk  collecting  stations.    It  is  planned  to  sell  some  of 
the  milk  as  fluid  milk. 
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UNCERTAIN  MARKET  SITUATION  FOR 
CHEESE  IN  SWITZERLAND 

A  spotty  situation  has  developed  in  the  cheese  market  in  Switzerland 
during  the  past  few  months.    Since  the  first  of  the  year,  there  has  been  a 
heavy  demand  for  first  quality  Emmenthaler  and  Gruyere  cheese,  principally 
for  export.    Exports  of  Emmenthaler  in  loaves  and  boxes  totaled  11. 9  mil- 
lion pounds  during  the  first  3  months  of  1956,  an  increase  of  16  percent 
over  January-March  1955*    As  a  result,  supplies  of  quality  cheese  in 
Switzerland  have  declined.    Cheese  from  December  production  recently  ap- 
peared on  the  market  and  was  reported,  on  the  whole,  as  inferior  in  quali- 
ty.   Production  in  January  also  was  not  generally  rated  high  when  it  ap- 
peared on  the  market.    As  a  result,  there  is  currently  a  shortage  of  sup- 
plies of  cheese  of  the  traditional  quality  of  the  Swiss  export  varieties. 

The  trade  is  said  to  have  reacted  to  the  situation  with  an  increased 
output  of  cheese  during  March  and  April,  but,  in  the  meantime,  the  Swiss 
are  fearful  that  there  may  be  some  loss  in  their  exports  to  the  United 
States.    United  States  import  statistics  show  that,  through  March  1956, 
imports  of  cheese  from  Switzerland  were  approximately  at  the  level  of  the 
first  quarter  of  last  year.    1956  takings  of  Emmenthaler  totaled  1,681,000 
pounds,  compared  to  1,7^+1,000  in  the  first  3  months  of  1955,  while 
January-March  1956  imports  of  Gruyere  from  Switzerland  were  706,000  pounds 
against  7^+6,000  for  the  same  period  in  1955*    However,  imports  in  April, 
the  last  month  for  which  data  are  currently  available,  were  down  from 
1955*    Receipts  of  Emmenthaler  from  Switzerland  amounted  to  only  365,000 
during  the  month,  whereas  the  month's  imports  in  1955  were  76^,000  pounds. 
Imports  of  Gruyere  in  April  1956  were  only  226,000  pounds,  compared  to 
311,000  pounds  in  April  1955. 

NEW  ZEALAND  UPS  RINDLESS  CHEESE  OUTPUT ; 
"STARTER"  BUTTER  GETS  NO  COMMERCIAL  RESPONSE 

New  Zealand  expects  to  manufacture  a  considerably  increased  amount 
of  rindless  cheese  for  export  sale  to  the  United  Kingdom.    During  the 
past  season,  the  Dairy  Products  Marketing  Commission  had  some  experi- 
mental batches  of  rindless  cheddar  made  up  in  60-pound  blocks.  The 
experience  provided  useful  technical  information,  and,  with  satisfactory 
reception  in  Britain,  the  Commission  decided  to  increase  the  output. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Commission  for  one  factory  to  switch 
solely  to  the  manufacture  of  rindless  cheese,  and  several  other  concerns 
will  supply  additional  quantities.    It  is  expected  that  a  total  output 
of  11  million  pounds  can  be  handled. 

It  appears  that  the  prospects  for  sales  of  "starter"  butter  are  not 
as  great  as  first  thought.    The  manufacture  of  "starter"  butter  was  inau- 
gurated by  New  Zealand  because  of  complaints  that  New  Zealand  butter  was 
too  neutral  (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  September  12,  1955)  and  experi- 
mental batches  were  churned  from  cream  which  had  the  lactic  acid  develop- 
ment hastened  by  the  use  of  a  starter.    The  trials  of  the  butter  have 
proven  "inconclusive",  and  no  response  from  a  commercial  aspect  has  been 
registered  by  the  test  batches. 
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NEW  ZEALAND  SEES  FAVORABLE 
DAIRY  PRODUCTS  OUTLOOK 

The  outlook  for  export  sales  of  milk  powders,  cheese,  and  casein  by 
New  Zealand  appears  good,  according  to  the  New  Zealand  Dairy  Products 
Marketing  Commission.    The  only  dark  spot  is  in  the  butter  picture. 

The  situation  in  milk  powders  has  changed  favorably  since  immediately 
after  the  abrogation  of  the  long-term  contract  of  New  Zealand  with  the 
United  Kingdom.    At  the  time  of  termination  of  the  contract,  the  United 
Kingdom  had  large  supplies  of  milk  powder  on  hand  and  New  Zealand  powder 
brought  only  8.3  cents  per  pound  for  spray  nonfat  milk  on  the  free  market 
in  Britain.    The  price  for  dry  buttermilk  at  that  time  was  'J.Q  cents  per 
pound,    Prices  have  been  rising  gradually  since  May  1955,  and,  currently, 
the  price  of  New  Zealand  spray  nonfat  dry  milk  in  London  is  11.1  cents 
a  pound.    Spray  processed  buttermilk  has  been  bringing  10.1  cents  a  pound. 
Current  prices  have  been  quite  steady  since  April  of  this  year. 

In  addition,  New  Zealand's  sales  outside  of  the  British  market 
have  increased,  and,  with  no  noticeable  heavy  supplies  in  import 
markets  at  this  time,  New  Zealand' s  prospects  of  continued  good  prices 
for  its  increasing  milk  production  are  favorable. 

With  estimated  supplies  on  the  United  Kingdom  market  during  1956 
running  under  the  total  of  more  than  k-00  million  pounds  available  in 
1955,  sales  of  New  Zealand  cheese  on  the  British  market  should  increase, 
in  spite  of  the  possible  increase  in  United  Kingdom  production. 

Current  indications  are  that  recent  levels  of  sales  and  prices 
received  for  New  Zealand  casein  will  continue.    The  United  Kingdom, 
particularly,  should  be  a  large  purchaser  of  lactic  casein  from  New 
Zealand.    Furthermore,  the  Commission  has  made  an  undisclosed  but 
satisfactory  contract  for  rennet  casein. 

The  outlook  for  butter,  insofar  as  New  Zealand  is  concerned,  is 
less  certain,  since  supplies  available  to  the  U.  K.  market  from  other 
sources  are  expected  to  be  larger  than  available  supplies  last  year. 


FRENCH  WEST  AFRICA'S  PEANUT 
PRODUCTION  AT  NEW  HIGH 

Commercial  peanut  production  in  French  West  Africa  reached  a  record 
high  of  about  860,000  short  tons  in  1955  according  to  a  speech  of  the 
High  Commissioner  in  which  he  summarized  the  economy  of  the  Federation. 
This  compares  with  a  commercial  production  of  around  630,000  tons  in 
195^  and  793,000  tons  in  1953. 
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In  Senegal,  the  major  producing  area,  marketings  from  1955  crop 
were  reported  at  595,000  tons  against  if30,000  and  606,000  tons  marketed 
from  the  195^-  and  1953  crops,  respectively.    Niger  broke  its  record  with 
nearly  1^3,000  and  Sudan's  marketings  were  around  9^,000  tons. 

Commercial  palm  production  also  was  high  with  about  9^>000  tons  of 
palm  kernels  and  20,000  tons  of  palm  oil. 

As  an  example  of  the  real  beginning  of  industrialization  in  French 
West  Africa  the  High  Commissioner  reported  that  the  oil  mills  of  Senegal 
now  produce  110,000  tons  of  peanut  oil  ea*h  year. 


COSTA  RICA  TO  IMPORT  SLIGHTLY 
MORE  COTTONSEED  AND  SOYBEAN  OILS 

Costa  Rica's  imports  of  hydrogenated  cottonseed  oil  and  soybean 
oil — largely  from  the  United  States—are  expected  to  increase  in  1956" 
to  720  short  tons  from  the  58O  tons  in  1955*    Lard  imports--also  largely 
from  the  United  States — may  drop  to  i875  tons  from  the  1,000  tons  last 
year.    Imports  of  sesame  seed  and  cottonseed  are  forecast  at  only  700 
and  600  tons  compared  with  880  and  870  tons,  respectively,  last  year. 

Production  of  fats  and  oils  in  Costa  Rica  is  expected  to  increase 
substantially  this  year  as  shown  by  the  following  forecasts  (with  esti- 
mates of  production  in  1955  in  parentheses):    sesame  seed- -^00  tons 
(125);  cottonseed- -700  (k50);  palm  oil— 2,500  (l,990);  cottonseed  oil— 
^50  (n.a.)j  sesame  seed  oil- -125  (n.a.);  shortening — 1,350  (978 );  mar- 
garine—1,000  tons  (765),*  and  lard— 875  tons  (1,000 ).    Tallow  production 
has  increased  each  year  since  1952  but  no  forecast  has  been  reported  for 
1956.    Output  in  1955  was  1,800  tons. 

Exports  from  Costa  Rica  are  small.    In  1955  "they  consisted  only  of 
208  tons  of  palm  kernels  and  50  tons  of  palm  oil. 


PHILIPPINE  COPRA,  COCONUT  OIL 
EXPORTS  UP  SHARPLY  IN  JUNE 

Philippine  exports  of  both  copra  and  coconut  oil  rose  sharply  in 
June.    Prices  in  mid-July  were  essentially  the  same  as  a  month  earlier. 

Equivalent  in  terms  of  copra  to  95>77^  long  tons,  the  June  export 
volume  reflected  a  gain  of  nearly  one -half  from  a  month  earlier,  and 
nearly  one-third  from  June  1955 •    This  sharp  increase  brought  cumulative 
shipments  of  copra  and  coconut  oil  in  the  January-June  period  to  522,836 
tons  copra  equivalent,  nearly  one-third  more  than  the  397, 32h  tons  in  the 
first  half  of  1955. 
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Copra  exports  in  June,  totaling  82, 08^  tons,  again — as  in  recent  months — 
went  predominantly  to  Europe.    By  destination  and  quantity,  they  were  as 
follows:    United  States  (Pacific  Coast)  -  21,552  tons;  Belgium  -  1,000; 
Germany  -  7>500;  the  Netherlands  -  27^132;  Europe  unspecified  -  16,000; 
Colombia  -  5>^-00;  and  Venezuela  -  3>500.     January-June  exports  at  kkQ,909 
tons  were  up  30  percent  from  the  3^-^032  tons  exported  in  the  comparable 
period  of  1955* 

Coconut  oil  exports  last  month  totaled  8,625  tons.    Shipments  were 
as  follows:    United  States  (Atlantic  Coast)  -  7>3^-  tons;  Europe  unspeci- 
fied -  1,1^7;  and  Hong  Kong  -  13^. 

The  copra  export  price  in  mid-July  was  $1^6.00  to  $l^-7«50  per  short 
ton  c.i.f.  Pacific  Coast  (mid-June  $1^7.50;  mid-May  $167. 50;  and  mid- 
April  $157» 50.)    Local  buying  prices  were  reported  at  23  to  26  pesos  per 
100  kilograms  ($116.85  "to  $132.09  per  long  ton)  resecada,  Manila  and 
producing  areas. 


NIGERIA  CONTINUES  FAVORABLE 
DOLLAR  BALANCE 

Despite  significant  drops  in  the  world  price  of  cocoa,  Nigeria 
continued  to  have  a  favorable  dollar  trade  balance  in  1955  with  the  United 
States,  although  smaller  than  in  1953  and  195^->  according  to  preliminary 
statistics.    Nigeria  imported  approximately  $15.2  million  from  the  U.  S,, 
including  tobacco,  wheat  flour  and  petroleum  products.    Nigeria  exported 
$33  million  to  the  U.  S.,  including  cocoa,  columbite,  goat  skins,  tropical 
timbers  and  several  other  products. 


NORTHERN  RHODES IAN  MINING  GROUP 
FINANCES  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  PILOT 
FARM  AND  RESEARCH  CENTER 

The  Rhodesian  Selection  Trust  has  established  a  pilot  farm  and 
agricultural  research  center  on  the  Kafue  Flats  in  Northern  Rhodesia  to 
determine  the  feasibility  of  large  scale  irrigated  and  dry  land  agricul- 
tural production  for  both  European  and  African  farms.    The  development 
resulted  from  preliminary  investigation  of  the  area  by  Dutch  scientists. 
The  area  was  the  site  of  an  alternative  hydroelectric  dam  and  irrigation 
project,  was  which  was  rejected  in  favor  of  the  larger  Kariba  dam.  The 
area  is  said  to  have  a  potential  arable  acreage  of  ^-50, 000  acres,  plus 
850,000  acres  for  winter  grazing  and  production  of  livestock.    Trials  will 
be  carried  out  on  irrigated  winter  production  of  rice,  barley,  wheat,  milk 
and  meat.    The  purpose  is  to  increase  the  production  of  these  crops  for  the 
rapidly  growing  mining  areas  of  Northern  Rhodesia,  presently  short  of  these 
food  crops. 
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KENYA  INCREASES  VALUE  OF 
AGRICULTURAL  EXPORTS  IN  1955 

Despite  the  drop  in  the  world  prices  of  coffee  and  tea,  the  total 
value  of  Kenya's  agricultural  exports  for  the  1955  calendar  year  increased 
from  $^9.8  million  in  195^  to  $63.6  million  in  1955*    The  number  one 
earner  was  coffee  ($2^.9  million),  followed  "by  tea  ($7.8  million),  wattle 
bark  extract  ($6.^  million),  sisal  ($5.6  million),  corn  ($^.8  million), 
and  pyrethrum  extract  and  flowers  ($3.^  million).    The  drop  in  coffee 
prices  was  offset  by  an  increase  in  yields  per  acre  on  European  owned 
farms,  and  an  increase  in  acreage  from  new  African  production  on  small 
farms.    New  acreage  on  many  small  African  farms  has  increased  from  slightly 
over  a  thousand  acres  in  1950  to  7500  acres  in  1955>  hut  only  about  a 
fifth  of  this  acreage  is  yet  in  full  production.    On  a  calendar  year  basis 
Kenya  coffee  exports  rose  from  10,773  long  tons  in  195^  to  19,^23  long 
tons  in  1955* 

Kenya's  volume  of  trade  (imports  and  exports  were  just  under  $280 
million  in  1955)  showed  an  increase  of  about  $^+.8  million  over  195^« 
Kenya  sold  approximately  $7*56  million  of  exports  to  the  United  States, 
and  Kenya  bought  approximately  $7.8^  million  from  the  U.  S.,  an  increase 
of  approximately  $2,8  million  in  each  case.    The  only  U.  S.  agricultural 
export  to  Kenya  of  significance  was  tobacco.    Most  of  the  U.  S.  exports 
consisting  of  industrial  goods  and  equipment. 


FRENCH  CRIMSON  CLOVER  SEED 
CROP  A  FAILURE 

Crimson  clover  seed  prospects  in  France  indicate  there  will  be  either 
no  seed  at  all  or  at  most  only  a  few  tons.    Imports  will  be  necessary  and 
prices  have  already  risen  sharply. 

Italy  is  reported  to  have  only  a  small  crop  of  crimsonclover  seed 
and  Eastern  Europe's  crop  is  late. 

It  is  still  too  early  to  obtain  a  forecast  of  the  Birdsfoot  trefoil 
seed  crop  in  France.    However,  due  to  the  forage  shortage  more  trefoil 
than  normal  is  being  used  for  feed. 


WORLD  WOOL  PRODUCTION  INCREASES  IN  1956 

World  wool  production  for  195°  is  estimated  by  the  Foreign  Agricul- 
tural Service  at  ^,865  million  pounds,  greasy  basis,  compared  with  the 
revised  estimate  of  U,685  million  pounds  in  1955*    This  estimate  combines 
the  1956  wool  clip  of  producing  countries  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere  with 
the  prospective  1956-57  wo°l  clip  of  the  Southern  Hemisphere  countries. 
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The  prospects  are  for  a  continuation  of  the  upward  trend  in  wool  pro- 
duction in  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  South  Africa.     In  Argentina  a  sharp 
increase  in  production  is  expected,  which  reverses  the  downward  trend  of 
recent  years.    There  also  are  indications  that  the  upward  trend  in  produc- 
tion in  the  U.S.S.R.  and  China  will  continue  this  year. 

Stocks  of  wool  in  most  producing  countries  are  relatively  low.  In 
Argentina  and  Uruguay  both  the  carry-over  from  the  195^-55  season  and  the 
exportable  portion  of  the  1955-56  wool  clip  have  moved  readily  into  export 
trade,  and  the  total  exportable  surplus  in  each  of  these  countries  is 
likely  to  be  sold  before  the  end  of  the  season  (October  l).    Both  the  New 
Zealand  and  South  African  wool  clips  have  moved  into  export  channels  with- 
out difficulty.    In  Australia,  even  with  considerable  difficulties  arising 
out  of  the  shearers  strike,  a  record  wool  clip  has  been  sold  at  auction. 
The  carry  over  of  unsold  wool  "received  into  store"  totaled  about  50 
million  pounds  on  July  1,  1956. 

Prices  received  for  the  1955  wool  clip  (1955-56  for  the  principal 
Southern  Hemisphere  countries)  were  appreciably  below  those  of  the  previous 
season.    The  largest  decline  occurred  in  the  United  States  where  the  new 
incentive  (direct)  payment  program  replaced  the  old  90  percent  of  parity 
program  for  wool.    The  old  support  program  had  maintained  U.  S.  wool  prices 
above  world  prices  during  the  latter  part  of  the  195^-  season.    However,  in 
June  of  1956  the  U.S.  price  was  comparatively  lower  than  world  prices, 
especially  Australian  auction  prices.    Part  of  the  marked  increases  which 
occurred  in  Australian  wool  prices  during  April,  May  and  June  may  be 
attributed  to  the  shearer's  strike  and  the  uncertainty  of  operation  of 
export  facilities. 


The  lower  prices  for  wool  which  prevailed  at  the  opening  of  the  Do- 
minion auctions  in  the  fall  of  1955  apparently  was  a  factor  contributing 
to  a  broader  world-wide  interest  in  wool.    World  wool  consumption  in  1955 
has  been  estimated  by  the  International  Wool  Textile  Organization  at  2,620 
million  pounds,  clean  basis,  compared  with  2,550  million  in  195^«  The 
estimated  consumption  of  wool  in  11  major  consuming  countries  in  the  first 
quarter  of  I956  was  10  percent  above  the  corresponding  period  of  1955  and 
5  percent  above  the  last  quarter  of  1955* 

The  total  production  of  wool  in  1956  as  estimated  by  the  Foreign  Agri- 
cultural Service  is  equivalent  to  2,81+0  million  pounds,  clean  basis.  The 
estimated  output  for  1955  was  equivalent  to  2,715  million  pounds,  clean 
basis.    When  an  allowance  is  made  for  time  lag  in  shipping  and  the  upward 
trend  in  consumption,  the  world  production  and  consumption  are  in  balance. 

Prospect  for  an  expansion  in  world  wool  production  appears  to  be 
relatively  favorable. 
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RECENT  JUTE  DEVELOPMENTS 
IN  PAKISTAN  AND  INDIA 

Pakistan  -  The  Government  of  Pakistan  announced  in  June  1956  that 
exports  of  raw  jute  will  be  permitted  to  all  countries  of  the  world. 
Any  person  or  firm  resident  in  or  having  a  place  of  business  in 
Pakistan  and  registered  under  the  East  Bengal  Jute  Dealers  Registra- 
tion Act  19^9  may  export  jute  to  all  countries  without  permits. 


Actually  very  little  change  is  expected  in  the  pattern  of  ex- 
ports because  permits  have  been  granted  quite  freely -in  the  past. 
Exports  to  the  Soviet  Union  may  be  a  possibility,  however.    It  is  re- 
ported that  preliminary  discussions  have  been  held  between  Pakistan 
and  the  Soviet  Union  with  a  view  toward  exchange  of  jute  from  Pakistan 
for  agricultural  machinery  from  Russia. 

The  1956  crop  of  jute  in  Pakistan  is  progressing  well,  and 
prospects  are  good  for  a  large  harvest.    Rains  in  June  caused  concern 
among  some  growers,  but  reports  of  widespread  damage  have  not  been  re- 
ceived to  date. 


India  -  The  Indian  Jute  Mills  Association  has  announced  that  2^  percent 
of  its  total  looms  will  be  resealed,  effective  July  16,  195°".  With  the 
5  percent  that  had  remained  sealed,  this  makes  a  total  of  "~[\  percent  of 
the  looms  sealed  at  the  present  time. 

The  current  year  was  begun  with  12^-  percent  of  the  association's 
mills  sealed.    A  temporary  unsealing  of  2^  percent  in  January,  followed 
by  a  further  5  percent  in  February,  was  reported  to  be  in  response  to  an 
improved  demand-supply  situation  in  the  market  for  jute  manufactures. 
The  sealing  of  a  portion  of  the  mills  is  used  as  a  means  of  maintaining 
a  reasonable  balance  between  production  and  distribution.    The  Association 
can  control  the  situation  fairly  well  because  most  of  the  Indian  mills 
are  members. 


World  offtake  of  Indian  jute  goods  was  not  maintained  in  recent 
months,  and  inventories  of  finished  products  have  increased  at  local 
mills.    The  Association  reported  that  mill  stocks  rose  to  119,100 
tons  (of  2,2^0  pounds)  by  the  end  of  May.    This  quantity  is  11,200 
tons  greater  than  at  the  end  of  April,  and  is  the  largest  stock  supply 
since  August  1953* 

The  minimum  export  price  plan  that  has  received  some  attention  by 
the  Indian  Government  in  recent  weeks  apparently  has  been  dropped.  A 
majority  of  the  Calcutta  manufacturers  reacted  adversely  to  such  a 
plan. 
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BRAZILIAN  SUGAR  PRODUCTION 
AT  HIGH  LEVEL 

Brazilian  sugar  production  during  February,  March  and  April  of 
1956  has  been  15  percent  above  the  production  for  the  same  months  of 
1955*    Using  the  Brazilian  estimate  for  production  in  May,  the  final 
month  of  the  Brazilian  sugar  crop  year,  production  during  the  1955-56 
crop  year  has  been  within  0.7  percent  of  the  record  production  of 
195^-/55,  which  amounted  to  2,3^-2  thousand  short  tons. 

Stocks  were  seriously  deflated  by  heavy  exports  until  the  end  of 
1955*    Since  then,  stocks  showed  a  further  seasonal  decline,  even 
though  there  have  been  virtually  no  exports  since  January.     End  of 
April  1956  stocks  were  still  only  66  percent  of  the  more  normal, 
end  of  April  195^  stocks j  but  with  the  beginning  of  the  new  crop 
year,  stocks  may  soon  return  to  a  more  normal  level  and  Brazil  may 
be  in  a  position  to  re-enter  the  world  market  during  the  second 
half  of  this  calendar  year. 


LITTLE  CHANGE  IN  QUALITY 
OF  ECUADORAN  COCOA  EXPECTED 

There  have  been  reports  that  the  flavor  of  Ecuadoran  cocoa  has 
steadily  been  deteriorating  in  the  past  several  years.    However,  the 
types  of  cocoa  trees  which  produce  the  cocoa  said  to  be  responsible 
for  this  deterioration  apparently  account  for  less  than  10  percent 
of  total  production. 

The  leaders  in  cacao  production  and  processing  in  Ecuador  seem 
well  aware  of  the  problem  to  the  extent  that  it  exists,  and  apparently 
anticipate  no  particular  difficulty  in  coping  with  it.  Increasing 
emphasis  is  being  put  upon  selection  and  distribution  of  native 
Ecuadoran  cacao  found  to  be  productive  and  resistant  to  Witches  Broom. 


WHALE  OIL  AND  SPERM  OIL 
PRODUCTION  UP  IN  19 56 

World  production  of  whale  and  sperm  whale  oils  in  195^  is  forecast  at 
14-25,000  and  105,000  short  tons,  respectively,  as  compared  with  Ul8,000  and 
93,000  tons  last  year  (Table  l) .    This  increase  was  due  to  high  yields  and 
came  in  spite  of  the  cut  in  the  Antarctic  catch  quota  from  15,500  blue- 
whale  units  to  15,000  per  season.    Although  there  was  a  slight  increase 
in  the  Antarctic  production,  most  of  the  increased  output  came  in  other 
areas . 
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Table  1  -  WHALE  AND  SPEEM  OIL:    Estimated  world  production, 
by  major  producing  country,  annual  195^-56 


(1,000  short  tons) 


uounxry 

:         Whale  oil 

;         Sperm  oil 

:1954:1955  1/ 

:1956  2/: 

195^ 

:1955  1/ 

:1956  2/ 

.  . 

.     t  QQ. 

13o 

( 

77' 
1  1 

7o 

9 

11 

12 

tTaDan.  

73' 

:  83' 

:  IS 

!  P7 

11 

:  16 

:  1 

:  1 

:  3 

•  • 

27: 

:  27' 

:  10 

3/ 

:  3 

21: 

:  20* 

.  k 

:  6 

:  9 

33' 

:  29 

15 

;  15 

:  15 

18: 

19: 

9> 

8: 

3/s 

3/ 

!  3/ 

3' 

j  3: 

3 

•  • 

k 

:  k 

:  k 

8: 

8: 

7 

3 

3 

 :  h5h: 

^4-18: 

h25- 

15 

:  93 

105 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  Forecast.  3/  Less  than  500  short  tons,  hj  Production 
of  Azores  and  Madeira  Islands. 


Compiled  from  official  and  unofficial  sources. 


Antarctic  whaling,  including  that  done  by  3  South  Georgia  coastal  sta- 
tions, is  expected  to  account  for  nearly  90  percent  of  the  world  output  of 
baleen  whale  oil  this  year.    The  same  area,  however,  is  expected  to  turn 
out  only  about  three-fifths  of  the  world  supply  of  sperm  oil.    The  major 
part  of  the  increase  in  1956  sperm  oil  production  is  expected  to  come  from 
Japanese  operations,  both  in  the  North  Pacific  and  off  the  coast  of  Japan. 

Although  the  number  of  expeditions  engaged  in  Antarctic  pelagic  whaling 
in  the  1955-56  season  was  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year  (Table  2),  each 
expedition  added  one  or  two  catcher  boats  thereby  increasing  its  production 
potential.    Thus  the  season  lasted  only  58  days,  a  considerably  shorter 
period  than  the  72  and  76  days  of  the  two  previous  seasons.    The  total  catch 
amounted  to  1^,875  blue-whale  units,  which  is  125  less  than  the  15,000  units 
maximum  stipulated  by  international  agreement. 

The  International  Association  of  Whaling  Companies,  following  a  meeting 
in  June,  reportedly  announced  that  British,  Norwegian,  Japanese  and  Dutch 
•whaling  companies  had  agreed  to  limit  the  number  of  whale  catching  vessels 
for  the  1956-57  season  to  a  total  of  210,  excluding  those  to  be  used  by  the 
Soviet  Union.    The  agreement  stipulates  the  maximum  number  of  catchers  to 
be  used  by  the  companies  or  groups  of  companies,  but  allows  the  groups  to 
apportion  the  number  of  whale  catchers  among  their  different  expeditions. 
The  total  number  of  catchers  used  by  all  expeditions  during  the  1955-56 
season  was  257 • 
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The  pelagic  catch  quota  for  the  1956-57  season  has  not  yet  "been  announced.  How- 
ever, the  1956  meeting  of  the  International  Whaling  Commission  is  now  taking  place  in 
London  and  the  results  should  he  available  later  this  month. 


Table  2  -  WHALE  AND  SPERM  OIL:     Antarctic  pelagic 
production,  1954-55  and  1955-56 


(Short  tons) 


Country  and 

:            Whale  oil 

Sperm  oil 

Total 

expedition 

:195J+-55  1/ 

1955-56  2/ 

1954-55  1/ 

1955-56  2/ 

195^-55  1/ 

1955-56  2/ 

NORWAY 

: 

16,306 

18,927 

4,243 

2,614 

20,549 

:  21,541 

16,816 

15,053 

6,012 

6,057 

22,828 

21,110 

:  15,988- 

12,636 

4,628 

4,121 

20,6l6 

16,757 

14,900 

13,887 

:  1,086 

620 

15,986 

:        14, 507 

12,070 

10,266 

_ 

1,434 

12,070 

11,700 

8,409 

6,196 

967 

1,083 

9,376 

:  7,279 

8,848 

16,327 

1,031 

2,433 

:  9,879 

18,760 

:  16,223 

:  15,7^2 

3,502 

1,275 

19,725 

:  17,017 

:  15,698- 

13,193 

^,364; 

4,679 

20,062 

17,872 

:  125,258 

122,227 

25,833' 

24,316 

151,091 

146,543 

UNITED  KINGDOM 

: 

27,813- 

12,991- 

7,249: 

6,729 

35,062 

19,720 

Southern  Harvester.. 

:  20,026 

:  28,837 

1,888: 

3,516 

21,914 

32,353 

Southern  Venturer. . . 

:  16,564 

22,466 

1,283 

1,895 

17,847 

24,36l 

:  64,403 

64,294 

10,420 

12,140 

74,823 

76,434 

UNION  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA 

:  15,460 

15,042 

3,169 

5,3^9 

18,629 

20,391 

NETHERLANDS 

':  10,888- 

15,901 

1,195 

3,411 

12,083- 

19,312 

JAPAN 

12,884 

12,857 

1,555: 

1,629 

14,439- 

14,486 

23,166 

:  28,l4o- 

4,172- 

6,335 

27,338- 

3^75 

:  22,749 

22,257 

3,959: 

5,094- 

26,708 

27,351 

:  58,799 

63,254: 

9,686; 

13,058 

68,485: 

7b, 312 

PANAMA 

Olympic  Challenger. . 

:  27,193 

27,329 

409- 

2,71^ 

27,602- 

30,043 

SOVIET  UNION 

30,249 

26,723' 

1.871: 

1,972 

32,120 

28,695 

Grand  total  3/ 

:  332,250- 

334,770 

52,583: 

62,960- 

384,833: 

397,730 

l/  Revised.  2/  Provisional.  3/  Does  not  include  production  of  3  South  Georgia  shore 
stations.  In  1955-56  this  production,  according  to  provisional  data,  was  31,440  tons 
of  whale  oil  and  765  tons  of  sperm  oil,  as  compared  with  33,005  and  770  tons,  respec- 
tively, in  1954-55. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 


